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facilities for Muslims, in order to win over an influential
section of them to loyalty.
It was just about this time, it will be remembered, that
Sayyid Ahmad Khan's endeavours towards a reconciliation of
the British government and the Muslim middle and upper
classes were beginning to receive official encouragement.
During his trip to England (1869-70) he was warmly
received by lords and officials, and was decorated by the
Crown, In 1873 the essay which he had published in Urdu
fifteen years earlier on the Mutiny, was resurrected, trans-
lated by two English officials11, and republished in English.
Two years later the College at Aligarh was opened with a
flourish, under the beaming smiles of a patronizing govern-
ment. Before long, British favour for well-to-do Muslims
was a recognized Indian institution.
Official circles were presently assuring the world that
their old distrust and repression of Muslims were all a mis-
take. We have already noticed an English army officer
admitting the anti-Muslim attitude that followed the
Mutiny12; it being 1885 he went on to admit also, " This
prejudice was to a very great extent unjust "13.
Once again, the political strategy of the government
would not have been so successful, had economic circum-
stances not supplied it with a firm basis. We must repeat
here some observations made during our study of Sir Sayyid
and his influence. We noted then, for example, that Sir
Sayyid catered for a Muslim middle class still in its infancy,
a class brought into being by and economically dependent
upon the British imperialism that was now expanding its
commerical and bureaucratic framework to northern India.
As British economic and cultural influences penetrated
effectively into these areas, they produced there, as they
had previously produced elsewhere, the circumstances (and
the jobs) in which a pro-British group might flourish; a
group in this case Muslim, and even communalist.
It was communalist, or potentially communalist, because
of the contrast between it and the older, stronger groups of
the professional classes in the more advanced (and only